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For  abolifiiing. 


The  SLAVE-TRADE, 


WITH 


Several  Ads  of -the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  of  MaffacbufettSy  ConneBicut 
aad  Rhode- IJIand,  for  that  Purpofe. 


PROVIDENCE: 
'Printed  by  John  Carter,  M,DCC?LXXXI%^ 


CONSTITUTION,  &c. 


IT  having  pleafed  the  Creator  of  mankind  to  make 
of  one  bTood  all  nations  of  men*  and  having,  by  the 
diffufion  of  his  light,  manifefted,  that  however  diver- 
fified  by  colour,  fituation,  religion,  or  different  ftates 
of  fociety,  it  becomes  them  to  confult  and  promote 
each  other's  happinefs,  as  members  of  one  great  family  : 
It  is  therefore  the  duty  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  maintain 
their  own  rights,  and  efpecially  thofe  who  acknow- 
ledge the  obligations  of  Chriftianity,  to  extend,  by  the 
ufe%f  fuch  means  as  are  or  may  be  in  their  power,  the 
bleflino-sof  freedom  to  the  whole  human  race  5  and  in 
a  monarticular  manner  to  fuch  of  their  fellow-crea- 
aires  as  by  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  United 
States  are  entitled  to  their  freedom,  and  who  by  fraud 
or  violence  are  or  may  be  detained  in  bondage.  And 
as,  by  the  African  flave-trade,  a  fyftem  of  flavery,  re- 
plete with  human  mifery,  is  erected  and  carried  on3  it 
is  incumbent  on  them  to  endeavour  the  fupprerlon  of 
that  unrighteous  commerce  ;  to  excite  a  due  obfervance 
of  fuch  g'ood  and  wholefome  laws  as  are  or  may  be  en- 
abled for  the  abolition  of  flavery,  and  for  thefupport  of 
the  rio-hts  of  thofe  who  are  entitled  to  freedom  by  the 
laws  of  the  countrv  in  which  they  live  ;  and  to  afford 
fuch  relief  as  we  may  be  enabled  to  thofe  unhappy  fel- 
low-citizens, who,  like  the  fons  of  Africa,  falling  into 
the  hands  of  unmerciful  men,  may  be  carried  into 
flavery  at  Algiers  or  elfe where. 

From  a  conviction  of  thefe  truths,  and  the  obliga- 
tion of  thefe  principles,  and  from  a  defire  to  diffufe 
them  wherever  the  vices  and  miferies  of  flavery  exift, 
and  in  humble  reliance  on  the  favour  and  fupport  of 
the  Father  of  mankind,  the  fubfcribers  have  formed 
themfelves  into  a  Society,  under  the  title  of  The  Pro- 
vidence Society  for  ab.oUJhing  the  Slave-trade.— Fw ■  cf- 
•    '  "  fcihng 
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feeing  thefe  purpofcs,  they  have  adopted  the  follow- 
ing rules  : 

ift.  The  Society  (hall  elcft,  bv  a  majority  of  votes 
to  be  taken  by  ballot,  a  Prefident,  a  Vicc-Prcfidcnt 
one  or  more  Counfellors,  a  Secretary,  and  a  Trea- 
furer,  who  mail  refpeftively  continue  in  office  for  one 
year  from  the  time  of  their  ele&ion;  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  every  year  fucceeding,  there  fhaI-1  be  a  new 
election  of  officers  in  the  fame  manner. 

ad.  The  Prefident  mall  have  authority  to  maintain 
order  and  decorum  at.the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and 
to  call  a  fpecial  meeting  at  any  time,  with  the  advice 
of  three  of  the  Standing  Committee  herein  after  named 

3d.  The  Vice-Prefident,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Pre- 
fident, fhall  have  the  fame  authority  as  the  Prefident- 
and  in  cafe  the  Prefident  ft  all  die  or  be  difplactd,  the 
Vice-Prefidcnt  fhall  .officiate  until  a  new  Prefident  be 
chofen. 

4th.  The  Secretary  fhall  keep  a  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society,  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpofe,  and  fhall  caufe  to  be  publifhed,  from 
time  to  time,  fuch  part  of  the  proceedings  or  refolu- 
tions  as  the  Society  may  order,  or  the  Prefident  with 
the  Standing  Committee  between  the  meetings  of  the 
Society  may  think  proper  to  direct. 

.  5th;  The  Treafurer,  if  required  by  the  Societv,  fhall 
give  fecunty  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  the  truft  re- 
pofed  in  him,  and  fhall  keep  regular  accounts  of  the 
monies  received  and  paid,  obferving  always  to  pay  no 
money  without  an  order  figned  by  the  Prefident,  orama, 
jonty  of  a  quorum  of  the  Standing  Committee,  who 
are  prohibited  from  drawing,  between  the  ftated  meet- 
ings of  the  Society,  for  a  larger  fum  than  ten  pounds, 
unlefs  efpecially  empowered  by  the  Society  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting. 

6th.  If  any  of  the  officers  above  named  fhall  rcfign 
or  be  difplaced,  the  Society  fhall  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
mode  prefcribed  by  the  firfl  articles  and  if  the  Pre- 
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£dentand  Vice-Prefident,  or  Secretary,  or  Treafurer, 
be  abfent  at  any  of  the  meetings,  the  Society  may  eled 
one  to. officiate  pro  tempore. 

7th.  The  Society  (hall  meet  once  in  every  quarter, 
that. is  to  fay,  on  the  3d  fixth  day  in  the  2d,  5th,  8th 
and  nth  months  in  .every  year,  at  fuch  place  as  (hail 
from  time  to  time  be  agreed  upon,  in  order  to  receive 
the  reports  of  the  Standing  Committee,  and  to  devife 
the  ways  and  .means  <of  accompliming  the  objects  of 
this  .inftittition.. 

8th.  That  nine  members,  with  a  Prefident  or  Vice- 
Prcfident,  conltitutionally  aflembled,  be  a  quorum  of 
the  Society  for  tranfa&ing  bufinefs. 

.9th.  Every  member,  after  fubfcribing  thefe  rules, 
mail  pav  into  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer  two-thirds 
cf  a  dollar,  and  at  the  commencement  of  every  quarter 
one-toh  of  a  dollar;  and  all  donations  to  the  Society 
ihall  be  made  through  the  Prefident,  who. (hall  pay 
them  to  the  Treafurer,  and  report  :them  to  the  Society 
.at  the  next  quarterly-meeting. 

joth.  Any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  mall 
be  recommended  by  two-thirds  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee to  a  quarterly-meeting,  (hall  be  balloted  for, 
and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  prefent, 
■he  mall  be  declared  a  member.  The  Committee  of 
ieven  mail  have  authority  to  receive  fuch  members  as 
may  offer  and  fubferibe  before  the  next  quarterly-meet- 
ing, this  rule  notwithstanding. 

nth.  Two-thira>  of  the  members  prefent  at  a  quar- 
terly-meeting mall  have  power  to  expel  any  perfon 
whom  they  may  deem  unworthy  of  remaining  a  mem- 
ber, and  no  perfon  (hall  be  a  member  who  holds  a 
Cave,  or  is  concerned  in  the  (lave-trade. 

1 2th.  It  (hall  be  the  bufinefs  of  the  Counfellors^to 
explain  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  States,  which 
relate  to  the  emancipation  of  Haves,  and  to  the  (lave- 
trade.  And,  when  it  becomes  neceffary,  to  urge  the 
$ue  execution  thereof,  and  their  claims  to  freedom, 

before 
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before  fuch  perfons  or  courts  as  are  or  mav  be  autho- 
rized to  decide  on  the  fame. 

13th.  A  Standing  Committee  of  feven  members  mall 
be  appointed  to  tranfaft  the  bufinefs  in  general,  four  of 
whom  are  empowered  to  ad;  whofe  duty  it  mall  be  to 
take  the  moft  effectual  meafures  to  accomplim  the  ob- 
jects of  this  initiation,  agreeable  to  the  direction  and 
at  the  expence  of  the  Society,  and  to  report  a  particu- 
lar account  of  their  proceedings  at  the  next  quarterly- 
meeting,  at  which  time  two  of  their  number  mail  be 
rclealcd  from  the  fervice,  in  the  order  their  names  fland 
on  the  minutes,  and  the  vacancy  filled  up  b?  the  fame 
or  two  others  appointed  in  their  room,  and  in  like  man- 
ner a  difmiffion  and  appointment  of  two  .(hall  take 
place  at  each  fucceeding  quarterly-meeting. 

14th.  The  foregoing  rules  mall  be  in  force  without 
alteration  fix  months,  after  which  period  they  mall  be 
fubje&tofuch  alterations  as.two-thirds  of  the  members 
prefent,  at  a  quarterly-meeting,  mail  agree  upon. 


State  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions.   June  Sejion,  1774. 
An  ACT  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Negroes  into 
this  colony. 

\XT  ^EREAS  the  inhabitants  of  America  are 
V  V.  generally  engaged  in  the  prefervation  of  their 
own  rights  and  liberties,  among  which  that  ofperfonal 
freedom  muft  be  confidered  as  the  greateft ;  and  as 
thofe  who  are  defirous  of  enjoying  all  the  advantages 
of  liberty  themfelves,  mould  be  willing  to  extend  per- 
ibnal  liberty  to  others: 

Therefore  be  it  enabled  by  this  General  AJfembly,  and  by 
the  authority  thereof  it  is  enabled,  That  for  the  future  no 
Negro  or  Mulatto  Have  mall  be  brought  into  this  co- 
lony :  And  in  cafe  any  flave  mall  hereafter  be  brought 
in,  he  or  me  mail  be  and  are  hereby  rendered  imme- 
diately free,  fo  far  as  refpefts  perfonal  freedom  and 

the 


(  7  )  ' 

the  enjoyment  of  private  property,  in  the  fame  matr* 
ner  as  the  native  Indians. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  That  this  law  fhall  not  extend 
to  fervants  of  perfons  travelling  through  this  colony, 
who  are  not  inhabitants  thereof,  and  who  carry  them 
out  with  them  when  they  leave  the  fame. 

Provided  alfo,  That  nothing  in  this  act  fhall  extend,  or 
be  deemed  to  extend,  to  any  Negro  or  Mulatto  flave 
belonging  to  any  inhabitant  of  either  of  the  Britifh  co- 
lonies, iflands  or  plantations,  who  mail  come  into 
this  colony  with  an  intention  to  fettle  or  refide  for  a 
number  of  years  therein ;  butfuch  Negro  or  Mulatto* 
fo  brought  into  this  colony  by  fuch  perfon  inclining 
to  fettle  or  refide  therein,  fhall  be  and  remain  in  the 
fame  fituation,  and  fubject  in  like  manner  to  their 
mailer  or  miftrefs,  as  they  were  in  the  colony  or  plan- 
tation from  whence  they  removed. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  That  if  any  perfon  fo  coming 
into  this  colony,  to  fettle  or  refide  as  aforefaid,  fhall  af- 
terwards remove  out  of  the  fame,  fueh  perfon  mail  be 
obliged  to  carry  all  fuch  Negro  or  Mulatto  Haves,  as 
alfo  all  fuch  as  fhall  be  born  from  them,  out  of  the  co- 
lony with  them. 

And  to  prevent  any  (lave  or  (laves  from  being  clan- 
deftinely  brought  into  this  colony,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  free  and  liable  to  become  chargeable,  Be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  all  per- 
fons fo  offending  fhall  be  liable  to  and  pay  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  foreach  and  every 
One  fo  brought  in,  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony,  to 
be  recovered  in  the  fame  manner  that  other  fines  and 
forfeitures  ufually  are  by  the  laws  of  this  government. 
And  alfo  all  perfons  who  fhall  be  convicted  of  re- 
ceiving, harbouring  or  concealing,  any  fuch  Negro  or 
Mulatto  flave  within  this  colony,  he  or  they  fo  offend- 
ing fhall  be  liable  to  the  like  penalty,  to  be  recovered 
and  applied  in  the  fame  manner.   And  fuch  Negro  or 

Mulatto 
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Mulatto  fhall  be  fent  out  of  the  colony  as  other  pocy 
perfons  are  by  law. 


State  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions.   October  Sejion,  1779. 
An  A  C  T  prohibiting  Jlaves  being  fold  out  of  the  State 
againfi  their  confent. 

WHEREAS  tolerating  ftrangers.  to  purchafe 
Ne^roor  Mulatto  flaves  in  this  State,  and  carry 
them  off  either  by  land  or  water  againft  their  confent, 
to  perpetuate  their  flavery  in  foreign  parts,  remote  from 
their  friends  and  acquaintance,  is^  againft  the  rights  of 
human  nature,  and  tends  greatly  to  aggravate  the  con- 
dition of  flavery,  which  this  General  Affembly  is  dif- 
pofed  rather  to  alleviate,  till  fome  favourable  occafion 
may  offer  for  its  total  abolition :  Be  it  therefore  enaftei 
by  this  General  Affembly,  and  by  the  authority  thereof  it  is 
enaRed)  That  in  cafe  any  ftranger  or  foreigner,  or  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whoever,  mail  prefume  to  purchafe, 
and  in  confequence  of  fuch  recent  title,  or  of  any  other- 
right,  title  or  claim  whatfoever,  fhall  forcibly  or  frau- 
dulently attempt  to  carry  off,  either  by  land  or  waten, 
outof  the  bounds  and  jurifdi&ion  of  this  State,  againft 
their  confent,  any  Negro  or  Mulatto  flave  or  flaves 
heretofore  reflding  in  this  State,  fuch  attempt  fhall 
operate  againft  the  perfon  or  perfons  making  the  fame, 
either  by  themfelves  or  any  other  perfon  or  perfons 
acting  under  them,  and  in  their  behalf,  to  a  total  de- 
feazance  and  forfeiture  of  all  their  right,  title  01 
claim,  to  fuch  flave  or  flaves. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
upon  its  being  alledged  and  proved  by  fuch  flave  or 
flaves,  or  any  other  perfon  in  his  or  their  behalf,  be- 
fore any  one  Jufticc  of  the  Peace  in  this  State,  that 
fuch  an  attempt  hath  been  made  as  aforefaid,  it  fhall 
be  in  the  power  and  become  the  duty  of  fuch  Juftice 
forthwith  to  give  under  his  hand  and  feal*  to  fuch  flave 

or 
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or  ilaves,  a  certificate  of  his  or  their  total  emancipa- 
tion ;  by  virtue  of  which,  fuch  flave  or  flaves  {halt 
become  forever  thereafter  as  perfectly  liberated  from 
the  power  of  the  perfons  concerned  in  fuch  attempt 
as  though  he  or  they  had  never  been  in  bondage. 

And  kit  the  faid  flaves  fhould  by  fraud,  threats  or 
durefs,  be  prevailed  upon  haftily  to  declare  their  con- 
fent  to  fuch  fale  and  exportation,  -  when  at  the  fame 
time,  in  truth  and  reality5  entirely  ayerfe  thereto,  Be 
tt  further  enatted  by  the  authority  afore/aid.  That  nothing 
lhall  be  deemed  fufficient  evidence  of  fuch  their  con- 
fent,  but  a  .certificate,  figned  by  two  or  more  Juftices; 
of  the  Peace,  in  the  town  where  fuch  Have  or  flaves  may4 
refide,  to  the  following  purport,  to  wit: 

We  the  fubferibers,  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  the 

town  of  ,  in  the  county  of  and  State  of: 

Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  do  hereby 
certify  all  perfons  whom  it  may  concern,  that  — >. 
a  flave,  about  —  years  of  age,  heretofore  belonging 
to- — =,  and  ufualiy  ferving  — —  in  this  town,  hath  ap- 
peared before  us  at  two  fever al  times,  three,  days  afun- 
der,  in  the  .abfence  of  —  owner,  and,  under  no  ap- 
parent reftraint  or  durefs,  hath  fully  at  each  time  de- 
clared —  confent  to  be  fold  to  K  of  the  State  of 

« — — /  in  the  county  of  -  ,  and  town  of .. — — ,_.  and 

to  be  forthwith  earned  to  faid  town  to  refide  with  the 

faid  U  -  in  a  itate  of  flavery.    "Witnefs  our  hands. 

Dated  this  — -  day  of-—,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

Provided  always,  That  in  cafe  any  Negro  or  Mu- 
latto flave  fhall  become  notorioufly  unfaithful  and  vil- 
lainous, and  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  fhall  alledge 
and  make  proof  of  the  fame,  at  the  General  Seflions 
of  the  Peace,  in  the  county  where  fuch  flave  or  flaves 
refide,  and  obtain  judgment  againft  him  or  them;  ic 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  owner  or  owners  to 
export  faid  delinquent  flave  or  flaves  to  any  place  with- 
in the  iurifdiaion  of  the  United  States,  And  a  copy 
B  of 
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of  the  fcid  judgment,  annexed  to  the  bill  of  fale,  ihall 

j(ultify  his  or  their  exportation  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  af or ef aid y  That 
no  perfon,  owner  of  any  Have  or  flaves  in  this  State, 
lhallfcllordifpofcofhim  or  them  to  be  carried  out 
of  the  State,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof ;  and  that  if  any 
perfon  or  perfons  in  this  State  (hall  be  lawfully  con- 
yifted  of  felling  or  difpofing  of  any  fuch  Have  or  Haves 
in  manner  as  aforefaid,  he  or  they  Ihall  forfeit  and  pay 
thefum  fuch. flaveor  flaves  Ihall  be  valued  at;  the  one  half 
thereof  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  this  State,  and  the  other 
haJf  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  informer  who  fliall  pro- 
fecute  the  fame;  to  be  tried  and  recovered  before  any 
court,  of  law  in  this  State  proper  to  try  the  fame. 

State  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions.   February  Sejfion,  1784. 
An  ACT  authorizing  themanumiffion  of  Negroes,  Mulat- 
toes  ana  other s}  and  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  flavery, 

WHEREAS  all  men  are  entitled  to  life,  liber- 
ty  and  the  purfuit  of  happinefs,  and  the  hold- 
iHg  mankind  in  a  ftate  of  flavery,  as  private  property, 
^hich  has  gradually  obtained  by  unreftrained  cuftom 
andthe  perrniffionof  thelaws,  is  repugnant  to  this 

the  "!S  /  *f  ?nVerfiTe  °f  the  hWinef?  of  mankind, 
the  great  end  of  all  civil  government: 

Be  it  therefore  enabled  by  this  General  AjTemHy,  and  by 
the  authority  thereof  it  is  enabled,.  That  no  perfon  or  per- 
sons, whether  Negroes,  Mulattoes  or  others,  who  mall 
be  born  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  on  or  after  the 
firft :  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1784,  fhall  be  deemed  or 
confidered  as  fervants  for  life,  or  flaves;  and  that  all 
fervitude  for  life,  or  flavery  of  children,  to  be  born  as 
atorelaid,  in  confeqiience  of  the  condition  of  their  mo- 
thers,  be  and  the  fame  is  hereby  taken  away,  extinguifh- 
«Q  and  forever  abolijhed. 

And 
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And  whereas  humanity  requires,  that  children  de~ 
dared  free  as  aforefaid  remain  with  their  mothers  a 
convenient  time  f\om  and  after  their  birth ;  to  enable 
therefore  thofe  who  claim  the  fervices  of  fuch  mothers 
to  maintain  and  fupport  fuch  children  in  a  becoming 
manner,  It  is  further  enafted  by  the  authority  afore/aid, 
That  fuch  fupport  and  maintenance  be  at  the  expence  of 
the  refpe&ive  towns  where  thofe  re&de  and  are  fettled  : 
Provided  however.  That  the  reipeetive  Town-Councils 
may  bind  out  fuch  children  as  apprentices,  or  other- 
wife  provide  for  their  fupport  and  maintenance,  at  any 
time  after  they  arrive  to  the  age  of  one  year,  and  be- 
fore they  arrive  to  their  refpectivc  ages  of  twenty-one, 
if  males,  and  eighteen,  if  females. 

And  whereas  it  is  the  earneft  defire  of  this  Aflembly, 
that*  fuch  children  be  educated  in  the  principles  of  mo- 
rality and  religion,  and  inftru&ed  in  reading,  writing 
and  arithmetic :  Be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority 
aforefaid,  That  due  and  adequate  fatisfaction  be  made 
as  aforefaid  for  fuch  education  and  inftru&ion.  And 
for  afcertaining  the  allowance  for  fuch  fupport,  main* 
tenance,  education  and  inftru&ion,  the  refpeclive 
Town-Councils  are  hereby  required  to  adjuft  and  fet- 
tle the  accounts  in  this  behalf  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
fame  mall  be  exhibited  to  them:  Which  fettlement 
fo  made  fhali  be  final  j  and  the  refpeftive  towns  by 
virtue  thereof  mall  become  liable  to  pay  the  fums  there* 
in  fpecifled  and  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
all  perfons  held  in  fervitude  or  flavery,  who  mail  be. 
hereafter  emancipated  by  thofe  who  claim  them,  mail 
be  fupported  as  other  paupers,  and  not  at  the  fepa- 
rate  expenceof  the  claimants,  if  they  become  charge- 
able ;  provided  they  mail  be  between  the  ages  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  if  males,  and  eighteen  years,  if  females* 
and  forty,  years,  and  are  of  found  body  and  mind, 
which  (hall  be  judged  of  agd  determined  by  the  Town* 
Councils  aforefaid. 

State 
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£tate  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 

TATIONS. 

Paragraphs  of  an  Aft 1  pafed  Oclober,  1785. 

BUit  further  enacled,  That  every  Negro  or  Mulatto 
child,  born  after,  the  firft  day  of  March,  1784, 
be  fupportedand  maintained  by  the  owner  of  the  mo- 
ther  of  fuch  child  to  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
provided  the  owner  of  the  mother  (hall/during  that 
time,  hold  her  as  a  (lave;  or  otjierwife  upon  the  ma- 
numifliori  of  fuch  mother,  agreeably  to  the  faid  aft, 
the  owner  (hall  be  difcharged  from  any  further  ex- 
pences  of  fupporting  and  maintaining  fuch  child. 
I  And  be  it  further  enacled,  That  no  perfon  held  in  fer= 
vitude  ordaVery,  who  Dial  1  be  emancipated,  be  fup- 
ported  as  paupers,  provided  he  or  (he  exceeds  the  age 
of  thirty  years  at  tjie  time  of  fuch  emancipation  j  any- 
thing in  the  faid  aft  contained  to  the  contrary  noc- 
withftanding. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hun- 
dred and  Eighty-eight. 
rdn  ACT  to  prevent  the  flave~tradey  and  for  granting 
•   relief  to  the  families  of  fuch  unhappy  perfons  as  may  be 
kidnapped  or  decoyed  away  from  this  Commonwealth. 

WHEREAS  by  the  African  trade  for  (laves, 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  many  innocent  perfons 
have  been,  from  time  to  time,  facrificed  to  the  luftof 
gain: 

And  whereas  fome  perfons,  refiding  in  this  Common- 
wealth, may  be  fo  regardlefs  of  the  rights  of  human  kind, 
as  to  be  concerned  in  that  unrighteous  commerce : 

Be  it  therefore  enacled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  General  Court  affembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  fame,  That  no  citizen  of  this  Commonwealth, 
or  other  perfons  refiding  within  the  fame,  (hall  for 
tiimfelf,  or  any  other  perfon  whatsoever,  either  as 
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mafter,  factor,  fupercargo,  owner  or  hirer,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  any  veffel,  directly  or  indirectly,  import 
or  tranfport,  or  buy  or  fell,  or  receive  on  board  his  or 
their  veffel,  with  intent  to  caufe  to  be  imported  or  tranf- 
ported, any  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  State  or  Kingdom, 
in  that  part  of  the  world  called  Africa,  as  flayes,  or  as 
fervants  for  term  of  years;  and  that  every  citizen,  in- 
habitant or  refident  as  aforefaid,  who  mall,  directly  ot 
indirectly,  receive  on  board  his  or  their  veffel,  witft 
intent  to  import  or  tranfport,' or  caufe  to  be  imported 
©r  tranfported,  any  of  the  faid  inhabitants  of  Africa,  con- 
trary to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and 
be  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  mall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
fum  of  fifty  pounds,  for  every  perfon  By  him  or  them 
fo  received  on  board,  with  intent  to  be  imported  or 
tranfported V  and  the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds 
for  every  veffel  fitted  out  with  intent  to,  and  that- actu- 
ally mall  be  employed  in,  the  importation  or  trans- 
portation aforefaid,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt, 
in  any  court  within  this  Commonwealth,  proper  to  try 
the  fame  ;  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  ufe  of  this 
Commonwealth,  and  the  other  moiety' to  the  perfon  who 
fhall  profecute  for  and  recover  the  fame, 1 

And  it  is  further  enatted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
all  infurance  which  fhall  be  made  within  this  State,  ori 
any  veffel  fitted  out  with  intention  as  aforefaid,  and 
having  on  board  Haves,  in  order  to  be  tranfported  frorr* 
Africa  as  aforefaid,  or  upon  any  flaves  fo  (hipped  on 
board  of  any  veffel  for  tranfportation,  mall  be  void,  and 
of  no  effed  ;  and  this  aft  may  be  given  in  evidence 
under  the  general  iffue,  in  any  fuit  or  action  com- 
menced for  the  recovery  of  infurance  fo  made. 

And  whereas  divers  peaceable  inhabitants  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  refidents  therein,  have  been  pri- 
vately carried  off  by  force,  or  decoyed  away  under  va- 
rious pretences,  by  evil-minded  perfons,  and  with  a 
probable  intention  of  being  fold  as  flaves  without  the 
fames  and  although  fufficiem  provifion  is  made  for 

public 


C   H  ) 

public  juflice  in  fUch  cafe,  by  the  common  law,  and 
an  aft,  entituled ,  «  an  aft  eftablifhir.g  the  right  to 
and  the  form  of,  the  writ  de  bomim  reflegiandop  v\t  no 
prov.fion  ,s  made  for  bringing  adtioL  for  damans  by 
the  fronds  or  famUies  of  any  inhabitants  who  mfy  be 
(?me  :  ^  decoyed  away,  during  his  or  her  life! 

S*  it  therefore  further  mailed  by  the  authority  aforefaid 

S  htCan  ahnyfth3b  'r£r  reflden£  0f  *is  Com^n- 
wealth  fhall  be  fo  earned  off,  or  decoyed  away,  it  fhall 

reMen    to0?,3"7  f  ^  '^ed  '"""bitant  o 

refident  to  bring  forward  and  profecute  to  final  juds- 

«vrnfd  eXeCUtl°nA  bef°re  ^  court  °flaw  proper ?o 
try  the  fame  any  a&on  for  damages  againft  any  per- 
fon  concerned  in  decoying  or  car?yin/off  fuch  inh, 

£7^'  ;nth---"-LlhfbSorhr: 

iident,  and  m  the  fame  manner,  and  to  the  fame  effeft 

frn^rer,fUr,fully  ^""""d  by  letter  o 3 
from  fuch  inhabitant  or  refident  fo/that  purpofe :  Prl 

itnlT^1'  iUChr  ?iend  P«fc«tin5  asP  aforefl  d 
lhall  firft  g,ye  to  the  Judge  of  Probate,  for  the  county 
wherem  foch  injured  party  laft  dwelt,  good  and  fuffi- 
cient  bond  w,th  fureties  to  the  fatisfaAion  of  fuch  Judge 
?fl  ™     '  .con,dltioned       fuch  profecutor  fhall  pfy 

to  the  faiH5-'-3'  hA  r6C0Ver  in damaS«  ^  aforefaid 
to  the  fa.d  injured  party,  on  his  or  her  return  to  this 

Commonwealth,  if  that  fhall  happen  by  the  time  when 
£ch  execution  is  fatisfied,  and  if  not,  fhall  apply  fuch 
monies  to  the  pfe  and  maintenance^ the  wife,  children 
or  family,  of  the  injured  party,  in  proportion,  at  fuch 
periods,  and  in  fuch  way  and  manner,  as  the  faid  Judge 
lhall  decree  belt  for  the  intereft  of  fuch  wife,  children 
or  family,  in  the  abfence  of  fuch  injured  party. 

Provided  alfo,  and  be  it  further enabled,  That  in  cafe 
the  defendant  who  fhall  be  profecuted,  as  is  provided  in 
and  by  this  aft,  fhall  be  acquitted  by  the  court  before 
■whom  the  faid  trial  may  be,  the  faid  court  fhall  not  only 
render  op  judgment  for  legal  cofts,  but  for  fuch  rea- 

fonable 
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fonable  damages  as  the  faid  defendant  hath  fuftaine4 
by  fuch  proiecution :  'Provided  alfo,  That  this  act  do  not 
extend  to  veffeis  which  have  already  failed,  their  owners^ 
factors  or  commanders,  for  and  during  their  prefent 
voyage,  or  to  any  infurance  that  ihaljt  have  been  made 
previous'  to  the  palling  of  the  fame. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Representatives,  March  25,  1788. 

This  bill  having  had  three  feveral  readings,  paffecl 
to  be  enacted. 

JAMES  WARREN,  Speaker. 

In  Senate,  March  26,  1788. 

This  bill  having  had  two  feveral  readings,  paffed  to 
be  enacted. 

SAMUEL  ADAMS,  Prefident. 

Approved,  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

A  true  copy  :  Atteft, 

JOHN  AVERY,  jun.  Secretary. 


At  a  General  Aflfembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
holden  at  l^ew-Haven,  in  faid  State,  on  the  fecond 
Thurfday  of  October,  1788. 

An  ACT  to  prevent  the  fave-trade. 

BE  it  enabled  by  the  Governor,  Council  and  Reprefen- 
tatives,  in  General  Court  ajfembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  fame,  That  no  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  this 
State  lhall,  for  himfelf  or  any  other  perfon,  either  as 
mafter,  factor,  fupercargo,  owner  or  hirer,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  anyvcflel,  directly  or  indirectly,  import 
or  tranfport,  or  buy  or  fell,  or  receive  on  board  his  or 
her  veffel,  with  intent  to  caufe  to  be  imported  or  tranf- 
ported,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of_any  country  in  Africa, 
as  flaves,  or  fervants  for  term  of  years,  upon  penalty  of 
£fty  pounds  for  every  perfon  fo  received  on  board  as 
ifcfore&idj  and  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  every. 

fuch 
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fuQhvcm  employed  in  the  importation  or  tranfoorc^ 
tic*  aforefaid,  to  be  recovered  by  aclion,  bill,  pllhftdf 
information  the  one  half  to  the  plaintifF,  and  the  ck her 
half  to  the  ufe  of  th.s  State.  And  all  infurance  which 
lhali  be  made  in  this  State,  on  any  veflel  fitted  but? 
to  the  intent  aforefaid,  employed  as  aforefaid,  or  on 
any  flaves  or  fervants  fhipped  on  board  as  aforefaid, 
for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  (hall  be  void;  and  this  aci 
may  be  given  in  evidence,  under  the  general  i flue,  in 
any  fuit  commenced  for  the  recovery  of  fuch  in- 
furance. 

Be  it  further.  enaZed  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  if 
any  perfon  (hall  kidnap,  decoy  or  forcibly  carry  off  out 
of  this  State,  any  free  Negro,  Indian  or  Mulatto,  or 
any  perfon  entitled  to  freedom  at  the  age  of  twenty- five 
years,  inhabitants  orrefidents  within  this  State,  or  mall 
be  aiding  or  aflifting  therein,  and  be  thereof  duly  con- 
victed, he  mail  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds  to  tne  ufe 
of  this  State,  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint  or  infor- 
mation, prefented  by  any  friend  of  fuch  inhabitant  or 
rendent,  which  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  do  j  and  the 
court  before  whom  the  trial  mail  be,  mail,  in  addition 
to  laid  penalty,  on  conviftion,  give  to  the  profecutor, 
for  the  ufe  of  fuch  injured  inhabitant  or  his  family, 
if  any  he  have,  fuch  fum  in  damages  as  they  mail 
judge  juft  and  reafonable,  to  be  applied  in  fuch  way 
and  manner  as  the  court  mall  dired ;  and  the  faid  pro- 
fecutor mail  give  bond  with  furety  before  the  faid  court/ 
for  the  due 'application  of  the  fums  recovered,  before 
he  has  execution  thereof.    Provided  that  nothing  in 
this  aft  mall  operate  to  prevent  perfons  removing  out 
of  this  State,  for  the  purpofe  of  refidence,  from  car- 
rying or  tranfporting  with  them  fuch  Negroes  or  Mu- 
lattoes  as  belong  to  them,  or  to  prevent  perfons  living 
within  this  State  from  directing  their  fervants  out  of 
this  State,  about  their  ordinary  and  necefTary  bufinefs. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That 
the  owner,  matter  or  fa&or,  of  each  anci  every  vefTef 
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tlearmg  out  for  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  fufpected  by 
any  citizen  of  this  State  to  be  intended  for  the  flave- 
trade,  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  the  fufpicion  be- 
ing declared  to  the  Naval  Officer  by  fuch  citizen  on. 
oath,  and  fuch  information  being  to  the  fatisfa&iori  of 
fuch  Naval  Officer,  fhall  firfb  give  bond  with  fufficient 
fureties  to  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  in  one  thoufand 
pounds,  that  none  of  the  natives  of  Africa,  or  any 
other  foreign  country,  fhall  be  taken  on  board  faid  fhipr 
or  vefTel  during  her  voyage,  with  intent  to  be  trans- 
ported as  flaves  to  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

And  be  it  further  enabled  by  the  authority  afore/aid,  That 
all  perfons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be,  pofTefTed 
of  any  child  or  children  born  after  the  firft  day  of 
March,  1784,  and  which  by  law  fhall  be  free  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  fhall  within  fix  months  from 
the  rifing  of  this  AlTembly,  or  within  fix  months  after 
the  birth  of  any  fuch  child,  deliver  or  caufe  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  Town-Clerk,  of  the  town  where  fuck 
poffeflbr  belongs,  the  name  of  fuch  po'ffeffor,  as  alfo  the 
age,  name  and  fex,  of  every  fuch  child  or  children,  on 
oath,  to  the  beft  of  his  or  hef  knowledge,  under  the  penal- 
ty of  fofty  (hillings  for  each  and  every  month's  neglect* 
to  be  recovered  before  an  Affiftant  or  Juftice  of  the 
Peace  j  the  one  half  to  the  complainant,  and  the  other 
half  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor  of  the  town  where  fuch  child 
.0?  children  live. 

A  true  copy  of  record  :  Examined  by 

GEORGE  WYLLYS,  Secretary. 

State    of  .Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, 

In  General  Assembly,  Oflober  Sejfion,  A.  D.  1787. 

An  A  C  T  to  prevent  the  Jlave- trade,  and  to  encourage  the 
abolition  '  of  Jlavery. 

WHEREAS  the  trade  to  Africa  for  flaves,  and 
the  transportation  and  felling  of  them  into  other 
pWies,*  are  inconfiftent  With  juftice^  and  the  priri- 
G  ciples 
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